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Purpose:	The intent of the following policy is to ensure that program participants who have been identified as at risk receive for suicide are managed in a safe manner.  
Policy:          	If staff believe that a participant is experiencing suicidal ideation on school property during school hours, the appropriate school authorities should be notified immediately and school protocols should be strictly followed. 
                        Regardless of the procedures outlined below, if at any time from the point when a participant is present for services and any staff observes or believes the participant presents as an immediate threat to themselves or others, the participant will be placed on one-to-one supervision and staff will immediately call 911 and request assistance from law enforcement for a Baker Act and/or transportation for additional assessment. 
At any time a participant has made suicide gestures or attempted suicide, school authorities and the program supervisor shall be notified and informed what procedures have been put in place to ensure the participant’s protection. 

Procedure and/or Process:

When a participant has been determined to be in need of Baker Act consideration, school authorities, the parent or guardian, and program supervisor should be immediately notified. 
For any suicide attempt refer to and follow the Incident Reporting Policy. 

If danger does not appear imminent there are other resources to consider other than contacting 911.
These include but are not limited to:

The 988 Florida Lifeline is a free behavioral health support service, available 24/7, that connects Floridians experiencing suicidal thoughts, substance use disorder, mental health crises, or any other kind of emotional distress to a highly trained crisis counselor in their immediate area.
For more information about the 988 Florida Lifeline, visit 988FloridaLifeline.com

Mobile Response Teams (MRTs) are meant to provide 24/7 emergency behavioral health care to anyone in the state of Florida. These teams are prepared to meet anyone having a severe emotional or behavioral health crisis in their home, school, or wherever they are. The goals of MRTs are to reduce trauma, prevent unnecessary psychiatric hospitalizations and criminal justice involvement through de-escalation, appropriate crisis intervention, and connecting people to resources in their communities.

To find a team that serves your county, visit the Specialty Treatment Team Maps.
Basic guidelines to follow when a participant is suicidal while additional resources are engaged are as follows:

· Separate the participant from others
· Place the participant on one-to-one supervision
· Remove any safety risk or threat if possible
· Give the participant some space and time to "cool off" if they need it
· Use a calm voice and non-threatening stance/gestures when addressing the participant
· Be an emphatic listener, acknowledge the participant's feelings
· Help the participant calm down
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