
Child and Adolescent Substance Abuse and Mental Health Assessment
Purpose:
The intent of the following policy is to ensure compliance with 65D-30 and the Department of Juvenile Justice Florida Statute 985.412 Quality Assurance standards.


The purpose of the SAMH Assessment is to ensure that risk factors and protective factors are identified, individual/family perception of strengths and limitations are recognized, and that issues which may impact upon substance abuse and mental health are identified and addressed.

Policy:
A qualified counselor/case manager shall complete a Substance Abuse and Mental Health Assessment (SAMH) within 30 days of admission or at intake when the service is for TASC services or a one-time only assessment.  It is the policy of CDS to provide thorough, comprehensive substance abuse and mental health assessments.

Procedure and/or Process:  

1. The assessment will be conducted with the semi-structured interview format, 

and will be conducted in an environment conducive to ensuring comfort, dignity, and confidentiality.  It may take place in a variety of settings, such as the clinician’s office, other office setting, in the family’s home, a location close to the family’s home, the detention center, the school, or other location.

2. The assessment process may include, but is not limited to:

a. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Assessment (SAMH-2).  This consists of questions related to the participant’s legal, medical, and educational/vocational histories, family/social relationships, substance abuse, and mental health issues.

b. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Report (SAMH-3).  The report will include a narrative summary of the above concerns and will address clinical diagnostic impressions (Axis I-V), based on the DSM IV or its most current revision.  The report will also include recommendations, which can include but is not limited to, referrals for the following services:

1) Psychological and/or Psychiatric evaluations

2) Medical services, where indicated

3) Participation in the Positive Attitude Student Training (PAST) program

4) Mental health and/or substance abuse services, individual and or family, as indicated.

5) Review of school placement and attendance. 

6) To attend self-support groups.

7) Compliance with legal sanctions.

8) Commitment to the Department of Juvenile Justice System:  The TASC program staff will attend scheduled commitment staffings as requested and will at times recommend that a participant be adjudicated delinquent and be placed under the jurisdiction of the Department of Juvenile Justice until he/she turns 18.  Commitment programs range from low to moderate to high to maximum risk.  Participants who are recommended for moderate, high, or maximum risk facilities can be court ordered to be sent to an appropriate residential facility that will address the participant's individual needs.
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