Extended Foster Care and Services to Young Adults Ages 18-23
Purpose:
It is the intent of the following policy to ensure that all eligible young adults requesting assistance receive services.

Policy:
Eligible young adult’s ages 18-23 aging out of the foster care program shall be provided needed supports as identified as determined by their wishes and program capacity. Eligible young adults may opt into Extended Foster Care (EFC).
Procedure and/or Process:

Screening/Eligibility:

A young adult between the ages of 18 and 23 who exited foster care at age 18 but requests EFC services prior to reaching 21 and 22 with a documented disability and 23 years of age for other services.  A young adult who has reached 18 years of age and after reaching the age of 16 was adopted from foster care or placed with a court-approved dependency guardian. 

Aftercare Services 

a. Eligibility:  
A young adult 18 through 22 years of age, who was a dependent youth pursuant to Chapter 39. 
b. Services:

1. The Counselor/Case Manager shall ensure that the young adults requesting assistance complete an application for Aftercare and Aftercare Services Plan.
2. Aftercare assistance includes, but is not limited to: Temporary financial assistance for basic living needs (household goods, education expenses, security deposits, etc.), Mentoring or tutoring, Mental health services and substance abuse counseling, Life skills classes, including credit management and preventive health activities, Parenting classes, Job and career skills training, Counselor consultations, Education on money management and budgeting.
Postsecondary Education Services and Support (PESS) and Education and Training Voucher (ETV)

What is PESS? Postsecondary Education Services and Support (PESS) is a program for eligible youth and young adults currently and formerly in foster care that provides a monthly financial stipend to assist the student in meeting the costs of attending a Florida Bright Futures-eligible postsecondary educational institution. 

If the school you are attending is NOT a Florida Bright Futures-Eligible School, you may be eligible to receive a monthly ETV stipend.

What is ETV? Education and Training Voucher (ETV) is a federal program for eligible youth and young adults currently and formerly in foster care that provides a financial stipend that can be used to assist the student in meeting the costs of attending a non-Florida Bright Futures-eligible postsecondary educational institution.

Eligibility for Postsecondary Education Services and Support payments is limited to:

Young adults who turned 18 while residing in licensed care and who have spent a total of six months in licensed out-of-home care before turning 18, and has not reached the age of 23.

OR

Young adults that were adopted after the age of 16 from foster care or placed with a court-approved dependency guardian after spending at least 6 months in licensed care within the 12 months immediately preceding such placement or adoption.

AND

Have earned a standard high school diploma, or its equivalent.

AND

You are attending a college or vocational school that is Florida Bright Futures eligible.

You are attending a college or vocational school that is Florida Bright Futures eligible.

You may choose to attend a college or vocational school that is not eligible to receive Florida Bright Futures; however, you will be ineligible to receive the Postsecondary Education and Services and Support educational stipend.   But you may have another option to help pay for your schooling:

There is an annual federal Educational Training Voucher (ETV) educational stipend payment that may be available to you. This is only applicable if your chosen academic institution meets ETV eligibility requirements.

ETV ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

Must be a current or former foster student who: 

•was in foster care on his/her 18th birthday and aged out at that time.

OR

•was adopted from foster care with the adoption finalized AFTER his/her 16th birthday.

OR

•will have his/her foster care case closed between the ages of 18 and 21.

Must be a U.S. citizen or qualified non-citizen.

Must be at least 17 but younger than 21 to apply for the first time. Reapplication for ETV funds, if the youth/young adult has a current grant, may occur up to the age of 23.

Must have been accepted into or be enrolled in a degree, certificate or other accredited program at a college, university, technical, vocational school. To remain eligible for ETV funding, the student must show progress toward a degree or certificate.

Educational Tuition and Fee Exemption (Tuition Waiver) 

a. Eligibility:  
A young adult, 18 through 28 years of age, is eligible for a Tuition Wavier if he or she:
1. Is or was at the time he or she reached age 18 in out-of-home care.
2. Was adopted from the Department of Children and Families after May 5, 1997 

3. Is or was at the time of reaching age 18 placed in the custody of a relative or non-relative under s39.5085, s.39.6221, or s39.6225, F.S.
4. Was reunified with his or her parents after spending at least 18 months in out-of-home care, after reaching 14 years of age, including a reunification pursuant to s39.8155, F.S.
Extended Foster Care Foster and Group Home Placement for Young Adults 

a. Eligibility:

Young adults 18 years and over, formerly in the legal custody of the Department is eligible to remain in his or her foster or group home, or another licensed placement arranged by the DCF or PFSF, if approved under EFC up to age 21, 22 with a documented disability. 

Florida’s Medicaid Program Options

a. Eligibility:

Young adults 18 and over are eligible to receive Expanded Medicaid coverage after reaching the age of 18.  Expanded Medicaid coverage applies to eligible young adults until age 26.
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