Eligibility of Participants
Purpose:
The intent of the following policy is to establish the eligibility of participants in a manner, which is consistent with state regulations for Independent Living Services.

Policy:
Youth age sixteen up to age eighteen are eligible for independent living services from the time of placement in foster care status with the department.  


After January 1, 2014, youth aging out on their 18th birthday may opt in to Extended Foster Care (EFC) up to age 21 or age 22 with a documented disability. If enrolled in a post-secondary educational program, young adults may be eligible for PESS (Post-Secondary Educational Support Services) when meeting all other academic eligibility criteria
                       Older youth in foster care that have disabilities or mental health needs shall be provided with an equal opportunity to participate in the continuum of independent living services.  Though a youth who has a physical, emotional or learning disability may need additional support, he or she still is eligible for all independent living services from the program.

To ensure the equal participation of these youth, the ILC shall identify older foster youth with disabilities or mental health needs and assist them with reasonable accommodations for their disabilities.
Procedure and/or Process:

Each youth in the custody of the department shall be referred for independent living services within thirty days prior to his or her sixteenth birthday.  A youth placed in the custody of the department after his or her sixteenth birthday shall be referred within thirty days after the court enters an order placing the youth in the custody of the department. IL staff are assigned as secondary workers to youth 16 and 17 years of age.
Once identified, the youth’s situation will be assessed to determine the most appropriate service delivery methods based upon the youths location, abilities, needs, and any other relevant factors.
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