Youth Riot/Disturbance Plan– All CDS Programs/Sites
Staff awareness of the youth and their behavior minimizes the likelihood of a youth riot/disturbance from occurring. However, riot/disturbances, whether spontaneous or planned, may occur. Verbal interventions are the primary and preferred method of reacting to any situation with a participant.  Staff should always exhaust attempts to use verbal interventions prior to resorting to the least amount of physical intervention necessary to ensure safety and prevent injury. If necessary Law Enforcement shall be contacted to quell any riot/disturbances.
Riot/Disturbances are defined as any situation resulting in the loss of control at a facility or program that necessitates calling in law enforcement, or other outside sources to assist in the quelling of the disturbance, and in getting the facility back under control.
Anytime a staff member assesses a situation and determines additional staff shall be needed to ensure the safety of youth, staff, volunteers, visitors, and property all staff should immediately respond to the crisis.
a. Staff members shall immediately determine the level of intervention required to control the youth and shall act accordingly.
b. It is imperative that communication between staff members is clear. 

c. All non-essential activity in the facility shall stop.

d. All available staff members shall respond to the location and provide assistance.
e. Efforts should be made to separate combative and non-combative youth.

f. Youth not involved in the incident should be removed from the immediate area. At least one staff member shall monitor this group 
g. If efforts to diffuse the situation are unsuccessful, staff should immediately call 911 to request assistance.
h. Once law enforcement arrives, staff and youth should follow all directions issued by the law enforcement personnel.

When the situation is under control, the Shift Leader or designee shall account for all the youth in the facility

Shift Leader or designee shall complete the required Incident Reports in accordance with CDS policies and procedures including reporting the incident of youth riot/disturbances to Central Communications Center, notification of the CEO/COO, Florida Network, Parents and others as appropriate.
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