Residential Admission: Sleeping Arrangements

Purpose:
The intent of the following policy is to ensure that each youth is protected from harm and that safety and order is maintained.

Policy:
Upon admission each youth shall be interviewed to determine the most appropriate sleeping arrangements and to increase staff awareness of classification issues.  Room assignments are made without regard to race, color, national origin or handicap.  In making a determination the following shall be considered based upon the review of available information about the youth’s history and status and exposure to trauma, initial collateral contacts, and initial interactions with and observations of the youth:

· Suicide Risk,

· Physical characteristics, which would include age, sex, height, weight, and general physical stature,

· Presence of medical, mental, or physical disabilities, 

· Perceived level of maturity and its effect on his/her needs,

· Identification of youth susceptible to victimization (very small youth, young youth, youth with developmental disabilities or very immature youth.)

· Need to separate younger youth from older youth,

· Gang affiliation, if applicable,

· Current alleged offense, including whether or not the offense was against person or property,

· Prior delinquent history and background,

· Level of aggression and proclivity for violence and ability to act responsibly,

· Attitude upon admission to the program, and

· Past involvement in assaultive, aggressive and/or predatory behavior, sexual misconduct, or demonstration of emotional disturbance.

· Sexual orientation gender identity/expression

· Acute health symptoms requiring quarantine or isolation

Procedure and/or Process:

When a youth arrives at the shelter, a staff person collects from the youth information related to the above stated areas.  This information is recorded on the Intake Assessment Form.  The staff person completing the form should note any areas of concern.

The supervisor/shift leader on duty at the time of admission will review the youth’s file and intake packet and assess any perceived risk (medical, suicide, run, etc.) and consider this information before the youth is assigned to his/her room.  In cases where there is a perception that safety may be compromised, youth should be separated or more intensive supervision will be provided. Any program action based on youth classification must be documented in the participant file and if appropriate, noted by initiating the Medical/Mental Health Alert system and making an entry on the participant board using the corresponding code.
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