Youth Dress Policy

Purpose:
The intent of the following policy is to ensure that there is a standardized dress code for youth admitted to shelter care, which portrays a positive image of the youth and the program.
Policy:
Each youth shall be required to adhere to the program's dress code.  CDS prohibits pictures, logos, emblems, or writing that depicts illegal activity, violence, gang affiliation, profanity, or nudity on any clothing worn by youth in shelter.  Additionally, youth shall follow these guidelines for appropriate dress:

· Only five (5) changes of clothing should be brought to the Shelter. 

· Shirt/blouse must cover breasts and midriff and be worn at all awake times. 

· All clothing must be appropriate in length and fit. 

· Top and bottom clothing must be worn to bed. Shorts are to be worn over underwear.  A T-shirt may be worn as a top. 

· Pajamas are not to worn outside the bedroom.

· Shoes must be worn during all awake times. 

· Participants are not allowed to trade clothing.
Procedure and/or Process:

Upon admission to the shelter, each youth should receive as a part of the intake/orientation, a review/explanation of the dress policy.

In situations where a participant is improperly attired, staff should counsel the participant and if deemed necessary, request the participant return to their room and change into appropriate clothing.

If necessary, the program will provide the participant with appropriate clothing from the clothes closet and/or request the parent/guardian to provide the youth suitable clothing.
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