
Search Policy
Purpose:
It is the intent of this policy to ensure the safety of participants, staff, volunteers, and visitors by identifying any and all contraband and appropriately removing it for storage or disposal.

Policy:
Staff may engage in searches on a regular or random basis to assure the security and protection of all.  In all cases staff should be respectful and safe guard participant rights during any search.  In no case will a body search be conducted.

Procedure and/or Process:

For the safety of all concerned, upon admission the youth and their possessions shall be searched to ensure that items are not brought into the shelter that are illegal, potential safety hazards or otherwise not allowed by program rules.  
At anytime, participants may be asked to empty their pockets and/or take off their shoes.  When available participants and/or their possessions may be scanned with a security wand.

When returning from any activity outside the shelter, participants may be required to allow staff to review the contents of book bags and purses to assure that inappropriate items are removed and either stored in lock-up for the participant or disposed of in a safe manner.

In circumstances where a room search is conducted specifically involving a participant’s possessions, either the participant or another staff member must be present.

If illegal contraband is discovered, staff will handle the situation in accordance with the appropriate state and federal laws.  Specifically illegal contraband should be secured and law enforcement contacted to remove the contraband.  In cases where there is a small amount of substance discovered of unknown origin, it may be destroyed in the presence of at least two staff members and the event documented in the program logbook.

If illegal contraband is discovered in the possession of a participant, law enforcement should be contacted.
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