Residential Admission Youth Assessment

Purpose:
The intent of the following policy is to ensure that program youth receive a needs assessment in a timely manner.

Policy:

Within seventy-two (72) hours of admission, a comprehensive Needs Assessment shall be initiated for each youth admitted to the Residential Program whose most recent one is over six months old.  The assessment should include:

· Referral problem

· Psychiatric and counseling history

· Developmental/medical history

· Educational history

· Family dynamics, history and involvement

· Financial history/employment

· DCF/DJJ history

· Drug and alcohol history

· Potential for violence/abuse

· Suicide risk assessment

· Mental, physical and emotional status

· Peer relationships

· Participants strengths, weaknesses and interests 

The Assessment may include:

· Referral to Community Mental Health and/or Substance Abuse Providers for more intensive evaluation or assessment

· Referral for any other assessment deemed necessary

Procedure and/or Process:
The assessment should be initiated within seventy-two (72) hours of admission to the residential program.  The assessment process is a critical time when first impressions are made, and the stage is set for experiences that follow. The intake is a key element to a youth’s success in services. This should take place in a setting that allows the participant to feel safe and heard.   Efforts should be made to engage the youth and family members in a positive manner.  The assessment process should provide information and a direction for development on the Case/Service Plan.


It is important to recognize that the assessment is a process that is ongoing throughout the duration of services provided.  It may take several face-to-face contacts with the participant and family to build the level of trust needed to accurately identify and assess certain issues.  Additionally, other issues requiring further assessment may surface at any time while the youth is in the program.  Participant files, however, should contain documentation that shows reasonable efforts were made to complete an initial assessment within the first 72 hours after admission.  
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