Residential Admission:  Medical Follow-Up

Purpose: 
The intent of the following policy is to ensure that a medical follow-up occurs when a youth is admitted with a serious health condition.

Policy:
Upon admission each youth shall be assessed to determine the need for medical attention.  The following medical conditions require a follow-up:

· Diabetes

· Pregnancy

· Seizure disorders

· Cardiac disorders

· Asthma

· Tuberculosis

· Hemophilia (bleeding disorders), or head injuries which occurred during the previous two weeks

· Any other health condition which is deemed to be problematic for the youth

In these situations guidance should be sought from the parent/guardian or if unavailable a health care professional.  In circumstances where uncertainty prevails a supervisor should be consulted.

Procedure and/or Process:
Upon admission to the shelter, each youth is assessed using the Intake Assessment Form.  A youth that reports any of the above listed conditions warrants a follow-up.

Once the intake process is complete, the intake staff person and a supervisor or shift leader reviews the intake packet including the Intake Assessment Form.  Any health concerns that require a follow-up are addressed at that time through consultation with the parent/guardian and documented on a Medical Health Follow-Up Form.  If the parent/guardian is unavailable, attempts are made to contact the youth’s physician.  In the case of an emergency, 911 is contacted for assistance.

In situations where no immediate concerns are noted, the assigned counselor is responsible for follow-up with the parent/guardian on any health issues.

If the situation warrants, a Medical/Mental Health Alert should be initiated.
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