
Faith-Based Activities
Purpose:
The intent of the following policy is to ensure that youth are given the opportunity to participate in faith based activities if so desired.

Policy:

All youth shall have the opportunity to participate voluntarily in faith-based activities aligned with their preferences or spiritual beliefs.  Youth, who choose not to take part in faith-based services, shall have alternative, non-punitive activities.

Procedure and/or Process:

If a participant expresses a desire to participate in faith-based services, staff must make the appropriate arrangements.

The parent/guardian should be encouraged to include the participant in the family’s normal faith based practices while in shelter.  If the family is unable or unwilling to provide for the faith-based needs of the participant, the program staff must do so.  The participant may either attend a service provided locally, or arrangements may be made for on site faith based activities.

Participants who do not want to participate in faith-based activities should take part in other regularly scheduled activities.

Participants should not be denied the opportunity to participate in faith-based activities as a consequence for violation of program rules.
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