Fall Prevention Policy

Purpose:
Falls and slips are a major cause of injury in the work place causing potentially preventable pain and suffering and lost productivity.  The intent of this policy is to ensure that maximum effort is made to reduce slip and fall hazards for participants, staff, and visitors to CDS work sites.

Policy:
Each work site shall identify, respond to and reduce potential slip and fall hazards in a manner in which ensures the protection of participants, staff and visitors and facilitates normal operations. 

Procedures and/or process: 

· Safety is everybody's responsibility and there are a number of things we can all do to reduce risks.  Clear vision is critical to reducing falls.  Always watch where you are going and if you are carrying a load that reduces your vision you should either lighten the load or get another person to help guide you to your destination.  The height of any stored item should be at least 18 inches from the ceiling and to reduce the risk of falling from over reaching use a step stool.  Good house keeping and using common sense also will help reduce hazards.  Keep your work area free of clutter and pathways clear.  If you become aware of a hazard make arrangements to have it addressed and ensure that there is no immediate danger.

· Wet areas or spills should be attended to immediately.  If necessary warning devices or barricades should be placed in a manner that will help minimize risk to people entering the area.  When mopping floors caution signage should be used Devices available are located where the First Aid or floor maintenance equipment is kept at your site.

· Site supervisors or their designees should assess the facility and the grounds on a monthly basis for potential slip and fall hazards.  In accessing sites for hazards at a minimum the following should be considered:

1. Are walkways and pathways clear of obstructions and debris?  If not clear them.  Blocking an exit from a room or means of egress is a safety code violation. 

2. Any type of cords [telephone, computer, etc.] should be removed from walkways or taped /covered securely to the floor in a manner that would reduce a trip or fall hazard.

3. Are sidewalks and parking areas clear of dangerous cracks and potholes.  If not report them so that further assessment and repair may take place.

4. Look for slick surfaces.  Consider whether these surfaces could be made safer by applying some other type of covering.  For example areas that are prone to get wet often may benefit from a slip resistant floor mat.

5. Inspect mats to ensure that they are maintained flat and in total contact with the surface they are covering.

6. Inspect carpets for tears and runners and repair them as necessary.

7. When possible eliminate uneven surfaces or increase their visibility with appropriate warning materials. 

8. Inspect handrails to ensure that they are in good working condition.
9. Inspect lighting and replace bulbs when necessary.

10. Inspect furniture to ensure that it is in good condition and used in the manner for which it was intended.

· Help assist those visiting our work sites that may have physical disabilities by making sure to meet with them in downstairs handicap or wheelchair accessible spaces.

· In a case where a slip or fall has occurred an immediate response should be made to determine the cause of the accident and steps taken to minimize the opportunity for further injury.  The appropriate event and notice of injury reports should be completed
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