Hurricane Plan – Residential
In the event of a HURRICANE WATCH (a threat of a hurricane within 72 hours), the following steps will be taken:

1. Continuously monitor weather broadcasts for updates.

2. Notify the Regional Director who will notify the Chief Operations Officer in order to make decisions regarding evacuation and relocation of participants.

3. Arrange to have as many participants as possible returned to their parent/legal guardian.

4. Make a list of remaining participants and collect their files with all necessary information.  Fax list of remaining participants and guardian information to Chief Operations Officer (352-244-0668).

5. Contact the other Interface Shelters (Central, Northwest or East), and Youth Crisis Center, Jacksonville) to discuss arrangements if evacuation is ordered.

6. Fill program vehicle with gas and park it away from trees, power lines, and other hazardous objects.

7. Collect non-perishable groceries, water and all other supplies needed to sustain participants and staff if power is lost.  (See Emergency Supplies Checklist).

8. Regional Director will determine which staff members will accompany participants if evacuation is necessary.

9. Staff and remaining participants will pack clothing, personal care items, medication, medication log book, log book, participant files, employee emergency contact information needed in the event of evacuation.

10. Secure all unfastened objects as required for safety purposes.

11. Fill tubs with water and collect flashlights, battery-operated radio, and extra batteries.

12. Secure participant files and agency equipment (i.e. computers).

In the event of a HURRICANE WARNING (a threat within 24 hours), the following steps will be taken:

1. Complete preparation of emergency supplies.

2. Program/Regional Director or designee will confer with Chief Operations Officer and their County Emergency Management Services to decide if evacuation is required.  Program/Regional Director or designee and Chief Operations Officer will determine from weather broadcasts which location to evacuate participants to:

a. Interface Central – 3456 N.E. 39th Avenue 
Gainesville FL (352) 244-0618
b. Interface Northwest - 1884 SW Grandview Street
Lake City FL (386) 487-0190
c. Interface East - 2919 Kennedy Street
Palatka, Fl (386) 386-385-0405
d. Youth Crisis Center Duval - 3015 Parental Home Road
Jacksonville, FL  (904) 725-6662

3. Confirm with chosen shelter that space is available for the remaining participants and staff.

4. If evacuation is not necessary, participants and staff should remain in the living room and away from the windows and the door.

5. If the order to evacuate is given, staff should pack the vehicle, obtain petty cash, load participants and drive to the identified location.

6. Parents/guardians of the remaining participants will be informed by the remaining staff of the need to evacuate and the location of the evacuation site.

7. Remaining staff will complete the DJJ Incident Report and notify the OIG, the Executive Director of the Florida Network of Youth and Family Services and Partnership For Strong Families of the need to evacuate.  Staff will then unplug equipment and complete the steps necessary to secure the facility and evacuate the building.

Staff and participants will return to the shelter only after it is determined safe to do so by the Regional Director and Chief Operations Officer.
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