
Severe Weather and/or Natural Disasters - All CDS Programs/Sites

Purpose:
It is the intent of the following policy to ensure that staff members are prepared to respond to severe weather and/or natural disasters.
Policy:
It is the policy of CDS to protect participants, employees, visitors, and property in the event of a severe weather emergency or natural disaster such as a Tornado, Hurricane, or Flood (see separate procedures).  Severe weather is defined as any weather condition or natural event that has the potential to cause physical harm and/or property destruction.  These events include severe thunderstorms, tornados, and flash floods.  In addition, emergency severe weather and/or natural disaster drills will be conducted at each site on an annual basis. 

Procedure and/or Process:

If a severe weather watch, is issued each site shall access radio, computer or television reports that will provide up to date information from the National Weather Service.

During “watch” periods, all participants and employees will be encouraged to limit trips and transportation to and from the site.

In the event of a severe weather warning, all persons within the facility will immediately move to the designated areas in the interior of the building that are designated on the posted evacuation routes.

Employees will assist participants, visitors, and volunteers in arriving at the designated safety locations, and if time permits, will close all windows, blinds, and doors.

The Program/Regional Director or designee will secure the first aid kit, flashlights, and a radio, and maintain them in the area being used for shelter.

The Program/Regional Director or designee shall oversee the process of moving to the designated safety location(s) and conduct a head count when this activity is completed.

The Program/Regional Director or designee shall announce the end of the need to remain in the designated location when the warning is no longer in effect, according to the National Weather Service.

The Program/Regional Director or designee will be responsible for contacting any emergency entity that may be needed due to injuries or events such as power loss and/or broken utility lines.

The Program/Regional Director or designee shall arrange for whatever immediate interventions are necessary to resume normal operations of the program and will complete the required Incident Reporting procedures.
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