
Power Failures – All CDS Programs/Sites
Purpose:  
It is the intent of the following policy to ensure that staff members are prepared to respond to power failures when they occur.
Policy:
It is the policy of CDS to protect persons served, staff members, visitors, and property in the event of a power failure.  A power failure is defined as a full or partial power outage that affects the ability of CDS to provide a normal range of services and operations.  Power failure drills will be conducted at all service sites on an annual basis. 

Procedure and/or Process:
1)  In the event of a power failure, remain calm.

2) Should there not be sufficient light available, flashlights are located where the first aid equipment is stored in the building.

3) Utilize a flashlight provided for safe egress and to assist persons served to the lighted area, if necessary.  If emergency lighting is not available, in hallway areas, continue to utilize a flashlight. 

4) If using a computer, turn it off to prevent damage due to power surges, prior to leaving your work area.

5) The Program/Regional Director or designee will check circuit breakers and the main breaker panel and, if the power outage is not attributed to the internal system, will call the local utility company to report the outage.

6) If it is deemed necessary to evacuate the building by a supervisor, lock all exit doors to the facility.

7) When utilities have been restored: 

a.   Ensure breaker switches are in the on position.

b. Re-boot computers.

c. Switch off any emergency power supply that may be in use, if applicable.

d. Check vital equipment to ensure it is working and not damaged.

e. Check refrigerator/freezers for spoiled food and dispose of it.

f. Follow the Incident Reporting Procedures for reporting the event.
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