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FOREWORD

Children are our greatest assets.  It is our responsibility to ensure, to the best of our ability, that every child is protected and is free from harm.  This guide addresses two major social problems which pose a great threat to the safety of children.  These areas are child abuse/neglect and the effects of domestic violence on the development of children.

In many instances, front-line workers see the signs and symptoms of abuse, and are therefore in the best possible position to provide early and appropriate intervention.  This booklet is designed to provide salient information regarding recognizable indicators of child abuse and domestic violence.

We encourage each of you to review this information carefully so that you will be prepared to intervene, as prescribed by law, to help ensure that all of our children are safe.

Northeast Region

Department of Children and Families
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Florida State Law

On

Child Abuse and Neglect

Chapter 39, Florida Statutes, protects children from abuse and/or neglect.  Section 39.201 provides for a central abuse registry, (1-800-962-2873) to receive reports of abuse and neglect and defines who must report abuse.  The law assigns to The Department of Children and Families all responsibility for receiving, investigating, and acting upon such reports.

Child Abuse and Neglect is defined as:

Harm or threatened harm to a child’s physical or mental health or welfare by the acts or omissions of a parent, adult household member, or other person responsible for the child’s welfare, or for purposes of reporting requirements, by any person.

People other than the child’s parents who may be responsible for a child’s welfare include legal guardians, foster parents, group or nursing home operators, baby-sitters, family day care home operators or child care workers, and public or private institution workers.  Abusers may also be other persons living in the home or having access to the child, such as other family members, roommates or persons cohabitating with a child’s parent.

Anyone who knows or has reasonable cause to suspect child abuse or neglect is required to report that abuse or neglect.  Any person failing to report, or knowingly preventing another from doing so or making a false report is guilty of a second degree misdemeanor and may be prosecuted.

Laws are made to protect not hurt
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RED FLAGS


YOUNGER CHILDREN:


Children five years old and younger are the most vulnerable for physical abuse.  Just spend a little extra time with these children since many of them are silent victims.  Observe their demeanor, their interaction with parents and siblings, look at their coloring, their developmental level, etc.  Do they appear healthy?

DRUG AND ALCOHOL USAGE:


Even if substance abuse is not part of the official problem, it may be a contributing factor.  Once substance abuse is verified, taking the parent’s word that they have stopped or that they are getting treatment is not good enough.  People who abuse drugs or alcohol are often highly skillful at denying and hiding this problem.

SIGNIFICANT OTHERS:


When working with a family, it is important to be aware of individuals frequently in and out of the home, especially, if there is a boyfriend or paramour.  He/she is an important part of the picture and needs to be treated as such. It’s a good idea to obtain some history from them:

· Do they have children elsewhere and if so, is there any history on those children?

· Where did they come from?

· What are his/her views on discipline, child rearing, etc.?

· How were they raised?

· Do they appear to have a nurturing relationship with the children and a supportive one with the parent?

· Do they have unrealistic expectations for the child?

· What is their work history?

· Is there any reason to suspect he/she has difficulty controlling anger or abuses drugs and/or alcohol?

REMEMBER:  If something doesn’t look right, it probably isn’t.
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PHYSICAL/BEHAVIORAL INDICATORS OF CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT

The following is a list of indicators of child abuse and neglect.  They are not exclusive, nor do they necessarily mean that abuse or neglect is occurring.  They are only guidelines.  Do not press or probe the child for answers that he/she is unwilling to give.  If a child confides in you regarding abuse or neglect, believe him/her and provide immediate support.

	
	PHYSICAL INDICATORS
	BEHAVIORAL INDICATORS

	PHYSICAL ABUSE
	Unexplained Bruises & Welts:

· on face, lips, mouth

· on torso, back, buttocks, thighs

· in various stages of healing

· reflecting shapes of article used to inflict injury (extension cord, belt buckle, etc.)

· on several different surface areas

· regularly appear after absence, weekend

· or vacation

Unexplained Burns:

· cigar, cigarette burns, especially on soles, palms, back, or buttocks

· immersion burns (sock like, glove-like, doughnut shaped on buttocks or genitalia)

· patterned like electric burner, iron, etc. rope burns on arms, legs, neck or torso

· unexplained lacerations or abrasions to mouth, lips, gums, eyes or external genitalia


	Wary of adult contacts

Apprehensive when other children cry

Behavioral extremes, aggressiveness or withdrawal

Frightened of parents

Afraid to go home

Reports injury by parents



	PHYSICAL NEGLECT
	· Consistent hunger, poor hygiene, inappropriate dress

· Consistent lack of supervision, especially in dangerous activities

· Unattended physical problems or medical problems

· Abandonment


	Begging, stealing food

Extended stays at school (early arrival and late departure)

Constant fatigue, listlessness or falling asleep in class

Alcohol or drug abuse

Delinquency (e.g. thefts)

States there is no caretaker



	SEXUAL ABUSE
	· Difficulty in walking/sitting

· Torn, shredded or bloody underclothing

· Bruises or bleeding in external genitalia, vaginal or anal areas

· Venereal Diseases, especially in preteens

· Pregnancy


	Unwilling to change for gym or participate in physical education class

Bizarre, sophisticated, or unusual sexual behavior or knowledge

Poor peer relationships

Delinquency or runaway

Reports sexual assault by caretaker
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How to Report Suspected

Abuse or Neglect

The report must be made to the Florida Abuse Hotline Information System toll free abuse registry line 1-800-96-ABUSE (1-800-962-2873), operated 24 hours per day. Reports should include the following:

· Names and addresses of child, parents(s), guardian(s) or other persons responsible for the child’s welfare.

· Child’s age (and date of birth, if known), race, sex and sibling’s(s) name(s).

· Identity of abuser, if known.

· Reporter’s name, address and telephone number.

· Alleged abuse/neglect; or specific allegations.

· Other information reporter believes would be helpful in establishing case of injury or neglect.

· Directions to the child’s location at the time of the report.

A counselor at the Hotline will establish whether or not the information meets the statutory definition of abuse or neglect and if so, it will be accepted as an actual report.  Those not accepted may be referred elsewhere.  Once accepted, the report is electronically transferred to a local child protection unit for follow-up.

At the local unit, a Child Protective Investigator is assigned to conduct an investigation which will include an assessment of the family situation and an evaluation of the immediate safety of the child. This investigation will begin within 24 hours of the report being  made to the Hotline.

We are often the voices for our children
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Helpful Tips

For Reporting Abuse or Neglect
· When reporting a child abuse/neglect case, emphasize how the abuse or neglect is affecting the child.

· Do not press or probe the child for answers that he/she is unwilling to give.

· A report signifies only the suspicion of abuse or neglect.

· If you are unsure whether or not a report should be made, call the Hotline.  They will go through the information with you and help determine whether or not it meets the criteria of abuse or neglect.

“How gratifying it must be to realize that one’s life work has the potential to motivate, stimulate and expand the awareness of upcoming generations.  In a very self-oriented world, there are but a few who look beyond their own lives to the betterment of the future.”
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Overlap Between Domestic Violence
And

Child Abuse

Domestic violence is the establishment of control and fear in a relationship through the use of violence and other forms of abuse.  The offender may use physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, economic oppression, isolation, threats, intimidation and maltreatment of the child to control the other person. Relationships involving domestic violence may differ in terms of the severity of abuse, but control is the primary goal of all offenders.

Recently, researchers have estimated that the extent of overlap between domestic violence and child abuse is great.  It is estimated that 45 percent of the children of battered women are physically abused.  Girls are also more likely to be sexually abused in domestically violent homes.  It is usually the abuse of the children that motivates battered women to seek help. 

As social service workers we are advocates for children.  Recognizing the impact of domestic violence on children should help improve our service delivery.
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The Developmental Impact of Domestic Violence

On

Children

Domestic violence can physically, emotionally, and cognitively damage children. Exposure to domestic violence at a young age effects the development of emotional attachments to others and also effects the child’s attachment to the parents.

Role and cognitive development are the primary developmental tasks for children between the ages of 5 and 10.  The presence of violence in the home impedes or derails this developmental process.  The child may have difficulty learning basic concepts in school due to a preoccupation with what is happening in the home.

Autonomy is the central developmental task for teenagers.  This occurs when the teenager separates from the parent and establishes peer relationships.  The behaviors learned in the home are replicated in peer relationships.  When domestic violence is present, teens are left with no positive role models and they most often identify with the perpetrator viewing them as the powerful role model.

Domestic violence affects a child’s perception and problem solving abilities. Children often see themselves as the cause of the violence and act out passively or aggressively.  The long term effects are poor academics, dysfunctional relationships, inadequate interpersonal skills, and delinquent social functioning.
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IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

To Report Suspected

CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT

1-800-962-2873

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Domestic Violence (Hotline)

1-800-500-1119

LOCAL RESOURCES
First Call

Your Local Information and referral

(904) 632-0600
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